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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2870

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Liias,
Sul I'i van, Ericks, WIIians, Loom s, Si npson, O nsby, M | osci a,
Hasegawa, Roberts, Santos, Quall, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to professional developnent for instructional
assi stants; adding a new section to chapter 28A 415 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that classified
instructional assistants are key partners with classroom teachers in
i nprovi ng student achievenent. Research on rigorous readi ng prograns,
including the reading first prograns in our own state, proves that when
instructional assistants are skilled, well-trained in a particular
intervention, and positively supported by the classroom teacher or
coach, they can have a significant inpact on student reading
attai nment. The legislature further finds that school district
practice provides sufficient evidence of the need for instructiona
assistants. Statew de, school districts relied on nore than nineteen
t housand classified instructional assistants, equal to nearly ten
t housand full-tinme equivalent staff, during the 2006-07 school year.
Therefore, the legislature intends to support instructional assistants
by providing opportunities for high quality professional devel opnent to
make them nore effective partners in the classroom
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 415
RCWto read as foll ows:

The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation wth various groups representing school district
cl assified enpl oyees, shall develop and offer a training strand through
the sumrer institutes and the winter conference targeted to classified
instructional assistants and designed to help them maxim ze their
effectiveness in inproving student achievenent.

~-- END ---
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